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(54) FORMATTING DEVICE 
(57)Abstract: 

PURPOSE: To enlarge the format capacity of a device 
and to improve the yield of a product by selecting and 
deleting defect information through an error correcting 
code and formatting only the remaining large defects as a 
defective sector. 

CONSTITUTION: Defect information is read out by 
means of a magnetic disk device 1 in a defect map 
reading part 3; the number of maximum continuous error 
byte correctable from the generated polynominal of the 
error correcting code that is prescribed at a defect 
selecting part is determined; correctable defects are 
deleted from medium defect information and sent to a 
format data generating part 5. In the generating part 5, a 
format data in sector unit is generated from the selected 
medium defect information; the error correcting code is 
generated from the format data in an ECC generating 
part 6 and sent to a format writing part 7. In the writing 
part 7, the error correcting code from the generating 
part 6 is added to the format data, format patterns are 
successively written in the device 1, and the whole tracks are formatted. 
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